Otologic disease in the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
It appears that true otologic manifestations of AIDS are rare and that incidental otologic disease associated with AIDS is more common. A review of the literature revealed that otitis externa, acute otitis media, recurrent acute otitis media, otitis media with effusion, chronic suppurative otitis media with cholesteatoma, and herpes zoster oticus may all represent incidental otologic disease occurring in patients with AIDS. Chronic otitis media without cholesteatoma (P carinii-infected aural polyps), sensorineural hearing loss, acceleration of otosyphilis from the latent stage, and development of Kaposi's sarcoma of the external auricle or nasopharynx may represent true otologic manifestations of AIDS.